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Resource Efficiency Voucher – What you need to know

1
Background

Defra estimates that businesses in the Yorkshire and Humber region could save £553 million per year by making low and no cost changes to the way they use resources such as water, energy and waste. 

Furthermore, experience from national programmes such as the Carbon Trust and Envirowise shows that businesses can typically:

· Save 20% of energy costs 

· Save 50% of water costs

· Save at least £200 per employee from waste minimisation

Your business can make these savings. 
The Resource Efficiency Voucher will help you by providing expert advice, support and information to help you cut costs, make efficient use of resources and save carbon. 

2
The Resource Efficiency Review Tool

The Resource Efficiency Review Tool will help your business to benchmark your current environmental performance and identify key recommendations. Click here to access the RERT
3. The Voucher 

· Free action planning day

If your business takes part, you will receive one free resource efficiency review and action planning day from an expert resource efficiency consultant. This day will give your business a tailor–made, prioritised and costed action plan that will help you to implement environmental improvements that will save you money, resources and carbon. 

· Support Package

Following the action planning day your business can receive 50% of the overall costs, up to a maximum of £8000, for the following:

1 Purchase a maximum of 10 consultancy days to help implement improvements or support the monitoring, measuring and recording process

2 Access a maximum capital grant of £8000 to purchase equipment that will help the businesses reduce resources consumed and save money

Businesses can choose a mix of both capital and consultancy support up to a maximum value of £16,000 (of which you pay 50% of the costs). 

Please note the deadline for applications is the 31st Jan 2011

3 Eligibility 

To qualify for the voucher, you must:

· Be located in the Yorkshire and Humber Region

· Have fewer than 250 employees

· Be no more than 25% owned by an enterprise that is not an SME

· Have an annual turnover NOT exceeding €50 million or balance sheet NOT more €43 million  

· Have not received more than €500,000 of public sector funding and support in the last 3 years

· Be committed to making improvements and reporting impact over a 1 year period

· Have the backing of a senior manager 

· Not be eligible for similar national support such as Carbon Trust loans or a Manufacturing Advisory Service focussed manufacturing review. 
· Already have an environmental baseline (via the RERT/ Carbon Trust review/ other)

Note : Please contact Alison Kahumbura at revoucher @co2sense.org.uk or your consultant for more information on the environmental baseline
4. What you need to do 

Committing to time and resource 

In order to gain the maximum value from the programme, a senior representative from your businesses will need to:

· Commit to implementing some of the recommended resource efficiency improvements

· Provide relevant data e.g. from utility bills, travel costs/ mileages, waste documentation

· Provide feedback, data and information to show the cost and resource improvements over a one year period that can be used in a case study

Working with a Resource Efficiency Consultant

The Resource Efficiency consultant will need access to information about your business and how you work. The more you are able to participate with the Consultant, the more specific and useful your Action Plan will be.

Making changes

You will need to be spend some time implementing a number of the actions identified for your business in the costed action plan. 
Benchmarking, monitoring and measuring

This is a vital part of the project as it will provide the information that will show your environmental performance and the success and impact of the voucher for your company. Both your consultant and CO2Sense will work with your business over a one year period to collect the cost and resource savings that are a result of taking part in the Resource Efficiency Voucher and implementing improvements.
Application Form
Under the Resource Efficiency Voucher Scheme your organisation could be entitled to consultancy and capital support to help your business become more resource efficient.  Please provide details below of the type of support you are interested in. Please fill out the below form and return to 
Alison Kahumbura, Project Manager – Resource Efficiency Voucher
CO2 Sense.  Victoria House, 2 Victoria Place, Leeds.  LS11 5AE
PROJECT DETAILS

	Please give details of how support from the Resource Efficiency Voucher Scheme can positively impact your business.

	


	Contact Details 

	Company Name 
	
	Sector
	

	Address 


	

	Town
	
	Postcode
	

	Contact Name
	
	Job Title
	

	E-mail
	
	Telephone
	

	Company Registration Number
	
	VAT registration number
	

	Trading Start Date
	
	Turnover (£)
	
	No of Employees
	

	Is 25% or more of your company owned by another business?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 no

	General Description of Business
	

	Where did you hear about the Resource Efficiency Voucher Scheme?
	

	Personal Details – Business Owner / Project Manager

	Gender
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
	Pay Childcare Cost
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Registered disabled?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Yes  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	No  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prefer not to say
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Not known  

	Age 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 < 18 years
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 18 – 25
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  26 – 35 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  36 – 50 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  50+


	    Ethnicity


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	African
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Indian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Pakistani
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	White British               

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Bangladeshi
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other Asian Background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	White & Asian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	White Irish

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Caribbean
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other Black Background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	White & Black African
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	White Other

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Chinese
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other Mixed Background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	White & Black Caribbean
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Prefer not to say

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other
	


	Eligibility Statement

	I understand that completion of this form neither entitles nor requires me to take part in any particular business support services in the future. The information you supply will be used by CO2Sense Yorkshire for administrative purposes within the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998. We shall not supply it to third parties.

I have read and understood the Data Protection statement and consent to usage of the information provided for the purposes described.  We may pass your basic company details to other trusted business support programmes for example: Business Link, Carbon Trust, WRAP or MAS if we feel they offer support which would also benefit your company.
If you do not wish CO2Sense to use your information in this way please tick this box   FORMCHECKBOX 
 

The details provided on this form are current and accurate to the best of my knowledge.


Please sign to say that you have read and understand the eligibility criteria and are able to meet the requirements.
	Verification

	Signed (Client Senior Manager)
	
	Print Name
	

	Date
	
	Position
	

	Signed (CO2Sense Manager)
	
	Print Name
	

	Date
	
	


Thank you for completing this form, please return to: Resource Efficiency Voucher Project Manager CO2Sense Yorkshire Ltd, Victoria House, 2 Victoria Place, Leeds LS11 5AE
	For Office Use Only

	Date Added to System
	

	Added by
	

	Application Reference
	REV1011/
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